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 The Family Fully Alive by Deacon Chuck 
   In November’s article I talked about the Domestic Church. In December, the Church of St. Stephen and the 
Anoka Knights of Columbus are embarking on “The Family Fully Alive” program. In working towards promoting 
this program I have been asked, “Exactly what is the Domestic Church? 
   The term “domestic church” describes the identity and mission of a Christian family. Its roots are scriptural. 
As Supreme Knight Carl Anderson notes in his book - A Civilization of Love: ‘Today, it is increasingly common to 
speak of the family as the “domestic church.” This is not merely rhetorical. The ideal of the family as a domes-
tic church goes back to the Old Testament. It was stated most simply and eloquently, perhaps by Joshua: “as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” It was developed in the New Testament: “Husbands, love your 
wives, as Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her.” In Ephesians 5:21-35, St. Paul exhorts husbands 
to love by a new measure, as Christ loves the Church. This new dimension of love indicates that Christian mar-
riage, by virtue of Christ’s saving grace, now participates in Christ’s union with the Church. This participation 
makes the Christian family a manifestation of the communion of the Church. 

   These scriptural passages, as well as others that speak about the sacredness of marriage and the home, prompted further reflec-
tion by the Church on the meaning of a Christian family as a domestic church. The early Church father St. John Chrysostom taught 
that the name domestic church means much more than the space in which the early Church or the family prayed. He explained this, 
saying, “make your home into a church” where “all, even the smallest ones, must feel actively committed to seeking the message of 
the Word of God and to living it together.’ 
   Moving forward to 20th and 21st centuries, while the domestic church was referenced by the second Vatican Council, it was St.  
Pope John Paul II who significantly deepened the understanding of the Christian family as a domestic church. In his major papal work 
on the family, Familiaris Consortio (On the Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World), St. John Paul II writes, “The family has 
the mission to guard, reveal and communicate love, and this is a living reflection of and a real sharing in God’s love for humanity and 
the love of Christ the lord for the Church His bride.” In that same text, he famously sums up the mission to Christian families with 
the exhortation, “family, become what you are!” according to St. John Paul II, a family is called to become a domestic church, which 
is the communion of life and love founded upon the sacrament of holy matrimony. Pope Francis has further developed John Paul II’s 
understanding with his spirituality of the Christian family in Amoris Laititia (The Joy of Love). 
   In a unique way, the family as domestic church participates in the priestly, prophetic and kingly mission of Jesus Christ and his 
Church. By doing so, the Christian family becomes “one heart and mind” in faith (acts 4:32).                                                     Vivat Jesus 

 With the Thanksgiving holiday recently past and with the nearing of the half way point of my term as 
Grand Knight, I have recently spent a few days reflecting on what the council has accomplished over the past 
few months and I quickly realized that there is a great number of knights that deserve a wholesome “thank 
you” for the time that they have given to the council, parish and community through their leadership efforts. 
 The following are some of the brother knights that I would like to acknowledge for the leadership 
roles that they have performed to help make the past six months successful:  Roger Renner for putting in 
countless hours of paper work needed to keep the council afloat and organizing the Family Night with the 
Twins event and Riverfest fundraiser; Deacon Chuck Waugh for organizing the 5th Sunday Rosary programs 
and the Domestic Church Program; Vern Rausch for organizing Hospitality Sundays, Turkey Bingo event and 
the council’s checkbook; Gary Kempf for preparing the Watchmen Night meals, Oktoberfest meal and the 
Memorial Mass;  Jeff Kieffer for organizing the fall pancake breakfast; Steve Beberg for organizing the Haunt-

ed House fundraiser;  Ron Ward for organizing the youth essay contest and the Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest; David 
Plante and Pete Beberg for organizing the Coats for Kids program; Ray Danzl for organizing the Christmas Tree  setup and managing 
the hall;  Nick Johnson and Daniel Knapek for organizing the Brunch with St. Nicholas event; Jim Neilson for organizing the Tom and 
Jerry event; Joe Soler for preparing the council’s general meeting meals; Phil Harter, Al Kempf and Dale Robinson for organizing our 
membership drive information sessions; Rich Aberle, David Plante, David Hudoba and Denny Phenow for leading the hall renova-
tions and Mike Petschl for putting out the council’s monthly newsletter.  
 I would also like to thank all of the knights and their family members that gave their time to assist the leaders listed above 
help make the council’s events successful.  A healthy council is more than its leaders, it also needs knights to step up and lend a 
hand when the occasion arises, and over these past six months, I have seen this happen numerous times.   Please continue lending a 
hand when called upon over the next six months so that the Anoka Council can finish the fraternal year as one of the best years in 
its past 98-year history.   Enjoy the holiday season and do your best to keep Christ in Christmas 2017.  



 

                                                        History 2018 
                                               Halifax Explosion – 1917 

   On a recent trip to Nova Scotia, I was made aware of a massive explosion that took place 
in Halifax Harbor on Thursday, December 6, 1917, at 9:04:35 am. I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to learn more, so I purchased a book from a used book store and started re-
searching. 
   This happened during WWI and was caused by the collision of two ships, one coming in 
and one going out. The inbound ship was loaded with munitions of dry picric acid and TNT, 
two volatile explosives. The bow of the outbound ship penetrated the picric acid hold ig-
niting it with sparks from the collision. When the fire couldn’t be contained, the harbor 
pilot convinced the captain to abandon ship, because it was going to blow. The crew head-
ed for the nearest shore while the ship drifted toward a pier on the Halifax side and re-
moved it from the face of the earth with the explosion. And that wasn’t all that got re-
moved.  
   The blast could be likened to an atomic bomb with the wind blast leveling everything in 
its path on the way out and the air coming back in to fill the vacuum finishing the job and 
creating more flying debris. Flying glass shards decapitated some people and blinded oth-
ers. The explosion spawned two small tornadoes. The suction in the harbor drew all the 
water back to the center revealing the great basin and creating a giant waterspout that 
eventually collapsed sending tsunami waves in all directions, causing even more destruc-
tion. 
   The heat from the 5.85 million pounds of explosives reached 9,000 degrees. The entire 

hull of the ship was blown skyward and vaporized in the heat. The 1,140 lb. anchor shaft flew across the city for two and a third 
miles, landing on the far side of the peninsula. The cannon on the stern flew three miles in the other direction over Dartmouth, 
landing near a small lake. 
   Many people thought the world was coming to an end or that the Germans had found a way to reach Halifax by air and had 
bombed them. 
  All of Halifax and much of Dartmouth was destroyed.  All 12,000 buildings in a 16 mile radius were damaged; two-thirds lost eve-
ry pane of glass; 1,600 homes were gone; over 2,000 people were killed and over 6,000 injured (41 blinded and 249 half-blinded); 
9,000 people were homeless. In one extended family counting 66 members, 46 were killed and 19 injured. Only one was un-
harmed.    
   To add to the suffering, the temperature that night dropped to 17 degrees and they had a full blown blizzard by late Friday 
morning. The faith of the survivors was being severely tested. See ya’ next month.                                              Mike Petschl, historian 

                  Prayer List 

 Jim Lovsted; Blake Wahlberg; Mi-

chael Lehn; John Gobernatz; Brian 

Hoffman; Wayne Blue; Bill Ayers; 

Mathias & Estelle Schaust ; Jim Mey-

er; Michael Abbott; Vern Lieser; Flo-

rian & Mary Backowski; Theresa Fil-

kins (wife of Bob); Bob Belousek; Ed 

Melnarik; Tom O’Connell; Colleen 

Wernimont (wife of Ralph); Marge 

Pinewski (widow of Phil); Deacopn 

Chuck Waugh; Jane Herr (wife of 

Elmer); Renee Hinnencamp (wife of 

Vern); Al Nathe; Rodney Wahlberg. 

  

If you wish to add a name to the list, 

please contact Shield Editor Mike 

Petschl at 763-421-7926 or mick-

eyp1543@gmail.com. 
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Where did 2017 go? It seems like it was summer yesterday and Thanksgiving was last week.  

I hope you and your family have a great finish to 2017, and are looking forward to 2018. Hope-
fully, youôve established a few goals for this year, and here are a couple of tips regarding those 
goals.  First, write them down.  Commit your goals to paper and post it someplace you will see 
it often. Writing down a goal is the first step towards achieving it. It may not make sense at 
first, but Iôm sure you have heard stories of the success this simple task can bring. Whether 
your goal is to exercise more, give more to charity, read more or watch less television, youôre 

more likely to accomplish it if you write it down.  

Second, resolve to have an expert look at your finances. I recommend that you have a team of experts help you, 
and I would love to be the first one you sit with. Letôs schedule some time to meet together, and I, your profession-
al Knights of Columbus insurance agent, will provide an ñinsurance check-upò (at no cost!) that will evaluate any 
gaps in your familyôs life insurance protection. Now might be the perfect time to fill those gaps, not later. Keep in 
mind that unlike many other products, you donôt just need money to obtain life insurance; you also need good 
health, and no one knows when your health could change.  

Did I mention my check-up is free of charge? When was the last time you received something for free that could 
provide value to you and your family for generations? Call me today. 
 

Dan Falstad, KofC Field Agent 

(612) 310-5254 

dan.falstad@kofc.org 
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     CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Dec. 5   Planning Meeting, 7PM 

                        KC Hall 

Dec. 8   The Immaculate Conception 

                  Holyday of Obligation 

Dec. 12 Rosary, 6:30PM 

               Business Meeting, 7PM 

               Tom & Jerry Night 

                         KC Hall 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day 

               Holyday of Obligation 
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TURKEY BINGO 
 

   Our Turkey Bingo was held on Novem-

ber 10, 2017.  We had a large crowd in 

attendance for most of the evening.  We 

had 45 lucky winners that received a tur-

key with their bingo and multiple winners 

that won cash instead of a turkey.  Thanks 

to the volunteers that stepped up and 

helped out with collecting, calling and 

counting. A big thank you goes to the Boy 

Scouts for handling the concessions and 

handing out the turkeys to the winners.   

   Three names were drawn for 20# tur-

keys at the end of the night.  The winners 

were:  Brielle Krogh, Beryl Kuhlmey and 

Karen Carlson. 

   We also gave out four door prize baskets 

that were donated.  These winners were:  

Joyce Spicer, Cathy King, Betty Miller 

and Zac Crooker.  Congratulations to all 

the winners! 

 

Vern Rausch, Bingo Co-chairman 

           Test Your Knowledge 
   Can you find the 16 books of the Bible 

hidden in the paragraph below? One min-

ister found 15 books in 20 minutes, but it 

took him weeks to find the last one. 

   I once made a remark about the hidden 

books of the Bible. It was a lulu; kept 

people looking so hard for facts… and for 

the others it was a revelation. Some were 

in a jam, especially since the names of 

the books were not capitalized. But the 

truth finally struck home to numbers of 

our readers. To others it was a real job. 

   We want it to be a most fascinating few 

moments for you. Yes, there will be really 

easy ones to spot, others may require 

judges to help them. I will quickly admit it 

usually takes a minister to find one of 

them, and there will be loud lamenta-

tions when it is found. A little lady says 

she brews a cup of tea so that she can 

concentrate better. See how well you can 

compete. Relax now, for there really are 

sixteen names of books of the Bible in 

these paragraphs. 

Sir 6: 14-17  
A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; 
He who finds one finds a treasure. 
A faithful friend is beyond price,  
No sum can balance his worth. 
A faithful friend is a life-saving remedy, 
Such as he who fears God finds: 
For he who fears God behaves according-
ly, 
And his friend will be like himself. 

Woody Allen on how to make God 

laugh: ‘tell Him your future plans’! 


