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February 8
St. Jerome Emiliani
(1481?-1537)

Filling in for our Worthy Chaplain, Fr.
Mike, I thought I would give a little information on a saint whose feast day is February 8, St. Jerome Emiliani.
In his early years, St. Jerome was a careless and irreligious soldier for the city-state
of Venice, where he was captured in a skirmish at an outpost town and chained in a
dungeon. In prison, Jerome had a lot of time
to think, and he gradually learned how to
pray. When he escaped, some say miraculously, he returned to Venice where he took
charge of the education of his nephews and
began his own studies for the priesthood.
In the years after his ordination, events
again called Jerome to a decision and a new
lifestyle. Plague and famine swept northern
Italy. Jerome began caring for the sick and
feeding the hungry at his own exspense.
While serving the sick and the poor, he soon
resolved to devote himself and his property
solely to others, particularly to abandoned
children. He founded three orphanages, a
shelter for penitent prostitutes and a hospital.
Around 1532 Jerome and two other priests
established a congregation, the Clerks Regular of Somasca, dedicated to the care of
orphans and the education of youth. Jerome
died in 1537 from a disease he caught while
tending the sick. He was canonized in 1767.
In 1928 Pius XI named him the patron of
orphans and abandoned children.
Events lead us, every day, to make choices
about our lifestyle; of what we should do
or not do. Luckily, we have holy men and
women who are examples of faith and of
how we should make choices and live our
lives. Please take time this coming Lenten
season to revisit the saints of the Church
and ask them for guidance and inspiration
on your journeys as you walk in the footsteps of Christ.
Vivat Jesus,
Deacon Chuck
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Minnesota Droughts

It’s been pretty dry around here for a
couple of years now and the Mississippi
is so low down south they are dredging in
order to keep barge traffic moving. There
is even talk of trying to raise the water
level by bringing in more water from the
Missouri River.
In light of all this, I decided to look back
in State history to see if there were any
other comparable years. There were other
dry years back in 1829 and 1839, but
those dry spells only lasted one season.
Then along came 1863 and 1864 to parch
the landscape thoroughly. River and lake
levels dropped and marshes dried up. A
missionary-farmer, who had lived near Lac
Qui Parle since 1837, said he had never
seen it that dry.
As 1865 rounded the corner there was
hope when heavy snows came in February
and March. The beginning of April continued
to give hope as water levels began to rise,
but optimism fell again by mid-month.
The roller coaster ride continued in May
when more rain came late in the month,
then died out in early June. The first half
of June produced 1/5 of an inch of rain and
those pesky grasshoppers, a sure sign of
drought, were back in abundance. Fears of
a third consecutive year of drought were
prevalent.
But by mid-June the deluge started.
Temperatures cooled and the rains
continued through July and most of August
breaking the drought. The fall was mild,
but winter came in with a vengeance,
with heavy snows and arctic cold. The
annual mean temperature in St. Paul was
43 degrees and the precipitation level was
recorded at 38 inches.
Hopefully, we can make that same turn
around this year, although I could definitely
get by without the arctic blast. No matter
what the outcome is, the global warming
debate will continue and, since I’m no
scientist, I’ll leave that discussion to those
who are, ‘cuz my time is up. See ya’ next
month!
Mike Petschl, historian

Grand
Knight’s
Message
Greetings Brother Knights:
I hope all is well with you. I am sure
a lot of you will be watching the Super
Bowl. I hope you enjoy the game.
At our January meeting we read and
approved the transfer notice of Lawrence
Kreisgen into our council. Let’s all extend
a welcome to him.
I would like to thank Ray Danzl and John
Smetana for coordinating the Spaghetti
Dinner & Dance. We were entertained
by the Miller Brothers Band. All proceeds
from this event went to the “Beyond
the Yellow Ribbon” charity. This charity
helps out families of military service men
and women while they are serving our
country.
I want to extend a big thank you to Dave
Hudoba for managing the Basketball
Free Throw Contest. Over 160 girls and
boys participated in the event. The top
shooters will advance on to the district
event later this month. I would like to
also thank Ms. Rebecca Gustafson and
Mr. Kurt Werk at St. Stephen’s School for
allowing the kids to participate in this
event during the school week.
Ash Wednesday will soon be here. This
means the Friday Fish Dinners will also be
happening. We are in need of help with
this event. We need a couple of people
that are willing to commit to working in
the kitchen area. This is a very important
event that St. Stephen’s Church relies
on us to manage. The current co-chairs
have been running this event a long time.
We need to help these gentlemen. If you
are able to help, please contact me at
763-422-1128. Please leave a message if
there is no answer.
Let’s keep those that are sick and ailing
in our prayers. May God’s grace be with
them!
Peace,
Vern Rausch
Grand Knight
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PLAN ON LEAVING AN INHERITANCE? LOOK AT THIS FIRST!

What are your plans for leaving your assets to your children or grandchildren? Let’s
compare two fictional families and two different outcomes.
Scenario 1: Mr. and Mrs. Duck are in their mid sixties and have $50,000 in cash
investments (CD’s, annuities, savings, etc.) they intend on leaving to their two children.
Upon death, their children inherit $25,000 each. Simple, but not very efficient!
Scenario 2: Mr. and Mrs. Swan are also in their mid sixties and also have $50,000
in various cash investments to leave to their two children. Unlike Mr. and Mrs Duck,
they understand that if they purchase a Knights of Columbus SINGLE PREMIUM LIFE
insurance policy they may be able to leave about $100,000 of money to their children-$50,000 each tax free and probate free! Equally simple but twice as efficient!
Which outcome do you think your children would prefer?
Your policy can be arranged so that the cash value is still available to you for your personal
use should you desire! And, your cash value is guaranteed to grow to amounts higher than
what you started with. That’s right, you’re guaranteed to make a profit.
Contact me to see if a Knights of Columbus SINGLE PREMIUM LIFE plan will work
for you (Maximum issue age: 80). Underwriting is required to determine if you or your
spouse qualify for this great plan. It is NOT necessary that you be in perfect health to
qualify, but the healthier you are the more money you will be able to leave! There is no
obligation to buy anything, but information I will give you is priceless!
God bless,
Dale Robinson
Dale Robinson, FIC
Certified Senior Advisor
Knights of Columbus Field Agent

The USA A Culture Of Denial?

The horrific events in Newtown, Ct were just that, horrific. It was every parent, every
spouses nightmare, the call that would come saying an innocent loved one had been gunned
down for no reason. The thoughts and prayers from Supreme to every Council go out to
the victims and survivors of that day. Those prayers are not only for the moment, but for
the days and weeks ahead as they must deal with the reality of that day.
Of course we had the expected outcry on both sides of the gun issue, pointing, then
explaining, pointing more and more rationalizations on gun control in the U.S. Even
President Obama appeared on a television special from Newtown, saying this was not
acceptable, and happens too often. I find it even more scary to think about the planned
shootings that get caught in the early stages, and do not happen.
Along with President Obama’s remarks came the mainstream media adding to the outcry.
Many made the point that the U.S. is one of the few countries where gunning down
students and teachers has become a cultural norm compared to the rest of the free world.
They and President Obama seem beside themselves to figure out who is to blame, who
is responsible. Don’t we need better laws, more legislation, proclamations. Surely that
will help. In all of this rhetoric, all of this finger pointing, the obvious is lost. The question
should be, ‘what kind of Culture are we?’ Are we a culture that respects life, in all of its
stages? Are we a culture of Life?
What seems to be lost on the people in the ‘ know ‘ from those on news broadcasts,
commentaries, and even elected officials is that the answer is no. When the media decries
that we are one of the few countries where this type of act occurs, they fail to look inward
and admit that we are one of the few countries, or maybe the only country, that condones,
accepts and legalizes killing of our unborn children. This horrific act happens 30 times per
day in Minnesota, 3,000 times per day in the U.S. We continue to be in denial, and we send
out the message thousands of time per day, that Life is expendable. That if you do not
want a child to be born, it is legal and okay to terminate that life. Does this destruction of
life form the basis or part of the root that these shooters take to another twisted level? I
am far from being a psychologist, doctor, or psychoanalyst, just a simple observer.
It is sad that those above who are in the best position to do the most good, refuse to
look inward into the soul of our Country and say ‘ We can do better, we need to be a
Culture of Life’. To do so would mean straying from the ‘easy way’, promote accountably
and Christian values on the Sanctity of Life. Maybe it begins with each of us, to address
the Abortion Tragedy and lay the foundation of a Culture of Life. Contact your Minnesota
elected officials as well as your elected officials in Washington. Tell them that you support
a Culture of Life, and that begins by repealing Roe v/s Wade. By eliminating this ugly act,
then we can build towards a Culture of Life.
Pat Larson, ProLife Director
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Knights Council 2018 Members & Family
Exclusive Offers!

$25 Off Phone Purchase
25% Off Accessories
Select
Premium
iPhone excluded
Communications Wireless Retailer

Qualified 2-year activation req'd for 763-576-9599
phone discount. Some restrictions
7962 Sunwood Dr
may apply. See store for details.
Ramsey, MN
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SHAKLEE PRODUCTS
Health for Life!
Pete & Mary Jane Beberg
(763) 576-1391 • Res. (763) 421-0361
2115 Fifth Ave., Anoka

R. W. “Buster” Talbot
Bus: (763) 427-8850
Cell: (612) 751-1053
Res (763) 421-5385

3400 Main St. N.W., Ste. #240, Coon Rapids, MN 55448
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Open for breakfast Sat. & Sun. 9:00AM-1:00PM

11281 Fernbrook Lane
(763) 420-6460
Maple Grove, MN

Linoleum - Carpeting - Drapes
Ceramic Tile - Formica Counter Tops
334 E. Main
(763) 421-4052
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Gearhart Funeral Homes

www.dignitymemorial.com
Anoka Chapel
Coon Rapids Chapel
552 East River Rd
11275 Foley Blvd NW
763-421-4347
763-755-6300

Knights of Columbus Ins.
Dale Robinson, Field Agent
3881 Highland Ave.
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
PH. 651-757-4400
dale.robinson@kofclife.com

6 Mi. NW of Champlin On Co. Rd. 12
www.daytonagolfclub.com

Thurston Lindberg

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Since the 1880’s
THOUGHTFULNESS-SERVICE-DIGNITY
2005 Branch
(763) 421-0220

J.T. STUCCO INC.

JOHN P. TALBOT - OWNER

STUCCO and PLASTERING
STUCCO RENEWING - CHIMNEY REPAIR
TUCK POINTING - STONE AND BRICK WORK
442 NORTHWEST GARFIELD

ANOKA, MINNESOTA 55303

(763) 421-8591
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News From Nicollet
Assembly and the
Fourth Degree

Each Assembly
nationwide identifies a
priest who will serve the
Assembly as Faithful Friar,
identical to the Council
Chaplain of parish-based KC Councils.
The priest must be a Fourth Degree
Knight, having attended a Fourth Degree
Exemplification, just like our regular
membership. Nicollet Assembly has
been blessed with many priests over
the years, serving in this capacity, and
our membership currently numbers
40+ priest-members. We celebrate
and are honored by their dedication to
all things Fourth Degree, in their busy
lives. Two of our priest-members have
served in our armed forces in Iraq, one
of which, Father Tim Vakoc, paid the
ultimate price of service, dying in 2009,
from severe injuries incurred in 2004.
Father Jerome Fehn is in MN National
Guard Army. He has been deployed for

active service with tours in Bosnia, Iraq
(18 months), and presently in Kuwait
waiting for another assignment in the
Middle East. He has celebrated Masses
for the Nicollet Assembly when our
Friar was not available. Fr. Vakoc and
Fr. Fehn were closely involved with Boy
Scouts at the same time, and were very
close. Let us celebrate the devotion
and courage exhibited by these men,
and all priests who have been proud to
be one of us, a Fourth Degree Knight.
STEP UP TO FOURTH DEGREE
Ken Hudoba
Faithful Trustee
Nicollet Assembly
kenhudoba@comcast.net
763-561-5985
If everybody in this house lives where it’s
God first, friends and family second and you
third, we won’t ever have an argument.
Jeff Foxworthy
I didn’t get old on purpose, it just happened. If you’re lucky, it could happen to
you.
Andy Rooney

Prayer
List
Please pray for all those on
our prayer list:
Jim & Ruth Lovsted; Patrick
O’Gorman; John Patchen;
Blake Wahlberg; Ralph Smithers; Michael Lehn; John Gobernatz; Robert Nichols; Leon
Barnier; PGK John Johanson;
Brian Hoffman; Benno Barthel; Wayne Blue; Bill Ayers;
Mathias Schaust; Jim Meyer;
John & Theresa Downing; Michael Abbott; Vern Lieser; Florian Backowski; Dan Ross; Joe
Santer; Mary Marlen (motherin-law of George Olson).
If you wish to add a name to
the list, please contact Shield
Editor Mike Petschl at 763421-7926 or mickeyp1543@
gmail.com.

